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b t fifty years ago 
I~ o U 

there was no railroad along 

Logs 
and materia l were transported 

the Greenbri er River. 
f the Greenbrier. 

Ti mber was cut' at the 

by the wa ters 0 

h
ead of ,th,e ri ver and !'urther down. Dur': 

head or DBBr the 

the 
winter months, the logs wer e skidded to the river 

ing 
and piled up in bi g landings. 

They were fixed in a way 

that t hey would have t o be kicked loose before they would 

tumble into the river. 

Before spring an ark was built on the Vlster. 
This 

would accommodate abou t sev~nty or eighty men, or wnatever 

number- was needed to rna ke the dri VB. An ark was also 

built for the hor ses . ":hen spring opened, men wer e hired 

t o rl8ke the drive dow n the river. 'fh e men hired 1'or tn e 

... . ". nave exp e rience. Dree~i n~ up jams had TO . It sometimes 

took six or eieh t wee ks to ma ke t h e drive down th e river 

to .~onceve rte where it was sold into lumber . 

~ experienced ma n told of a trip h e once made do" 

U.e rt ver to R onoeverte and 8 triok: played on one of the 

,. .~Iter • • 1 t 8t:1er.l8 the t this certein teams ter was al -

t'1 rot t"on t.o • t.ue table when the 'Oel1 rang end be 

I G t 11 Juat! •• to hi. IOulo . o t.ween the ;twO urKS . 
ro 

DI bhaYI .. 'bot.r' 101d tor 1d b \01 u w(\lk , \'ihlo n \"tOU e 

rnornlne; cl.U t. it 

• 
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not . They decided to give this particular teamster a bath. 

Before breakfast one morning , they removed the board from 

be tween the arks. Ev eryone had come across from tbe te~ 
-

sters ' ark except this one particula r teamster whO was the 

nero of the s to ry. The breakfast bel l rang and ne oede e . " 
!live for the table. lie wa s somewhat of a reckless i ello. 

and did not not i ce that the walk was gone. He ma de a din 

fo r tae table , gave a jump end fell into the river. He swam 

t o the ark and crawled to the deck , very ma d. The II8Il kept 

from laug ni ng as long as they could, bu t fina lly had to nave 

e good laugh . He wa s pre"y mad bu, Tinally joined in and 

to ey all had a neart y laugu. 

From - Pocahontas Ti mes . 1 926 
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Chapter 7 "'-
~~ont~s c ounty • 

In 1695 

t hen a farmer and 

Vii throw McClintic of "buckeye, pocahontas County I 

stock buyer,· took a cont r ac t from the Gauley Lum-

be r 
d now known as Camden-on-Gauley, to cut, skid 

Company J of Cam en, . " 

~d drive to timber On some 3000 to 4000 acres located on camden the 

the !J.i.dd le Fork of Williams River . 

They cut the timber. r an. it down a sl ide to the Middle 

Fork of williams River, and from ther e -into Gauley River that car

ried the logs' to Camden-on-Gauley. Spl'ash dams were constructed in 

W11l 1~s ri ver t o gather a tide to make high water so tl:e log s would 
. 

cerry over sballow W8 ter. These dams were ' bull t of log.s and re in
the c rib 

fo rced insid6l\with r ock; the ends of the logs were nailed together 

wi tb l.ron spi ke s 2 to :3 feet long'. 

ed by le vere . 

, 
In t his crib were gates operat-

When the water had gathered to a depth sufficient to . r aise 

tt. loS' from tbe botto~ of tbe river. the gat es were opened and 
~h. tid. cerri~d the 10". ' th 

I;> uOwn e river until the tide ran low and 
\ .. 9T. U., wou14 atop until 

8 flood came or until the dam had fill- ~ 
o ... be lot OIl' "s>1n . 

Orton 'be loS' 
were pneO in tho r 1 vor 50 to 60 reet high 

~lO ~ ... ~4 DOt It-r ' ... IIC!vln " ... bon t.h! . hu.ppe ned "the logs were 
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to l oose n t hem u? and s t art the:n down the river. 

Mr. McClintic got part of his sun , lies trom Ronc~verte 
• 

Va. TbesB were brought 1n with wago~s drawn by tour 

Trail ~8S cut out a distance of 18 miles from Spruce 

Flat close to Buckeye and Mountain Lick Run on Williams River to the 

camp by way of Barl~w Hacking. This trail 1s still known as the 

McClintic Trail. In going to t he camp you cr ossed Williams River 

25 times and Gauley one time, a very rough trail. , 

-It took fr om four to five days to go to Millboro or Ronce-

verte and bring ~n gr oceries for, the camp and feed f or the horses. 

, . McClintic emuloyed from 35 to 45 men and used from 10 to 

12 te ams of borses . 

The me o were paid $32.00 per month , with board. The work 

wes ver y d8n~erous, 6596c1 a11y on the slides from t"he log landing to 

~he r iver , Bnd t he driving of t he logs . down the ri ver; however, the 

~bst ser iou s of a ccident s were minor rna h s es, br uises and br oken leg s. 

~cCl intic VIes 'Pa i d $5.?5 per thousand to . -cu t, skid, and drive to -
Geuley Rl ver. Most of t he men were from Pocahontas · County, 

the State of V1rginle.. c60e in t r oD Gr eenbr ier County, Bnd 

t.h1f: "t1cber wes in Webst e r Count y c1 ~ lOs e to Cowen 

but a few 

Part of 

Mr . McCli nti c di d no t ge t . 
wl ' b t<e to finish ' the j ob due to trouble 

the j ob off and on 
.. 11 Cauley CO~?' ny I but was a t 

f or seven years 
bnd ttcC out in 1902 _ 

They held back 8 percentage of h i 
.... C'O~plbt.ed . Thia rtln s ear nings until t he J.ob 

up OVe r +' 40 0 ' 
20,000 . or ' hi, IUJII 'i' ,00 . but Mr M •• . c q iotic go t 

unu moved 41 t only 
o".rt.t·.a lOelHng J b equi pme nt out . 

; 0 D 6n4 tun 
From thi s t 1ma on 

• 

"r.t uc tonI or t.he C oun".v 
omtl lt Sdw mills 

boO .~J ' 
or bt s owo 10 di tfe r-

0" n1n8 COunt l .l.t!ls . 
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Company 

From 1895 until his death in 1931o Withrow McClintic. 

beyond 8ny doubt, furnished employment: to more men than sny in

dividual 1n Pocahontas County, Be he at all times employed tr0!ll 

20 to 55 men at lumber manufacturing, putting out telephone. po!.es •. 

locust tor pins, locust posts, mine props and Bny other timber he . 

could tind a mar ke t tor. 
J 

Si nce h i s death several families have been forced to leave 

t be community to tind employment, ,8 ,5 his payroll meant 8 lot to the 

SWago community 1n which he lived . , 

He was a large land owne~ , handle d l arge n~ber8 ot sheep, 

cattle, horses and :nules; theret"ore; he was a .large tax p ayer. 

(Intorcatlon J . O. Morri son, Marl i nton, W. V 
To a. m Hause. Buckeye, W. Va. , 

'W. G. McKeeVer , Buckey~ .) . 
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